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Abstract. The purpose of this appHcation is to conserve the name Paruroctonus

Werner, 1934 for a genus of some 30 species of scorpions (family vaejovidae) from

the western side of North America, from southern Canada to Aguascalientes,

Mexico. The name was proposed as a replacement for Uroclonoides Hoffmann. 1931

(a junior homonym of Uroclonoides Chamberlin, 1920) and has been in use since

its original publication. It is threatened by the unused synonym Hoffnnmniellius

Melio-Leitao, 1934 (June), also a replacement for Uroclonoides Hoffmann, which

under the Code is the senior synonym.
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1. The genus Uroclonoides was established by Chamberlin (1920, p. 36, pi. 4, figs. 1

and 2) for his new species U. fractus from Quito, Ecuador (family vaejovidae). The type

specimen of L'. fractus. catalog no. 518, is deposited in the Museum of Comparative

Zoology, Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts. Soleglad (1973) considered

Uroclonoides fractus to be a species of the genus Teuilirausies Simon, 1878 (family

CHACTIDAE), and probably referable to T. lojanus Pocock, 1900. Thus, Uroclonoides

Chamberlin, 1920 is a junior subjective synonym of Teuilirausies Simon. 1878.

2. In 1931, Hoffmann (p. 405, fig. 42), clearly unaware of Chamberlin's (1920)

publication, established the new genus Uroclonoides for the single new species

U. gracilior (p. 406, fig. 43), which he described from Aguascalientes, Mexico. Three

specimens of original type material are deposited in the American Museumof Natural

History, NewYork; Gertsch & Soleglad (1966, p. 29) designated no. 1 as the lectotype.

3. In a review of the world scorpion fauna, Werner (1934, p. 283) established the

replacement name Parurociunus for Hoffmann's (1931) name Uroclonoides. Werner

published a very brief description of the genus in the key to the vaejovidae (p. 283),

which was based on the description of Uroclonoides gracilior by Hoffmann ( 193 1 ). An
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illustration (Abb. 363) on the same page reproduced Hoffmann's drawing of the

cheliceral chela of P. gracilior.

4. The name Hoffmanniellius Mello-Leitao (p. 80) was independently proposed

as a replacement for Uroclonoides Hoffmann, also in 1934. Subsequent authors

recognised Puruructonus and Hoffmanniellius as (objective) synonyms and, following

Stahnke (1957: see para. 5 below), all adopted Pantroctomis as the valid name (see,

for example, the publications of Stahnke, 1957, p. 253; Gertsch & Soleglad, 1966,

pp. 2, 3: Williams, 1972; the series of revisionary studies by Haradon, 1983, 1984a,

1984b, 1985; and Francke, 1985, pp. 9, 11).

5. The title pages of part 2 of vol. 6 of the Annaes da Academia Brasileira de

Sciencias and of Mello-Leitao's paper give the publication date as 30 June 1934. We
were, however, unable to determine the month of publication of Werner's work,

although this was indicated as January 1934 by Stahnke (1957, p. 253, footnote). The

cover of Werner's monograph in H. G. Bronns Klassen iind Ordnungen des Tierreichs

bears the date "1935'. However, the work was issued in three parts and later bound in

a single volume. The composition and year of publication of the parts are given on

the wrapper of each part and are tabulated at the beginning of the volume; Lieferung

2 (pp. 161-316), which included the genus Paruroctonus (p. 283), is dated 1934 but the

month is not stated. The publisher of the work, the Akademische Verlagsgesellschaft

in Leipzig, did not survive the reunification of Germany in 1990; its archives are

presumably lost or destroyed and there is no succeeding publisher. Under Article 21c

of the Code the date 31 December 1934 must be adopted for Lieferung 2 of Werner's

publication and the name Paruroctonus.

6. Under the Code the name Paruroctonus is junior to Hoffmanniellius. However,

the latter name has not been used as valid since it was proposed, whereas the usage of

Paruroctonus, either for a genus or a subgenus of Vaejovis C.L. Koch, 1836, has been

constant and prolific since its publication and subsequent acceptance by Stahnke

(1957). The name has appeared in dozens of taxonomic, ecological, behavioral and

physiological publications, among them the recent works of Williams (1980) and

Stockwell (1992), and a number of papers in each of the compilations by Polls (Ed.,

1990, 1991) and Brownell & Polls (Eds., in press). A representative list of a further 47

references dating from 1961 to 1995 is held by the Commission Secretariat.

7. The subgenus Smeringurus Haradon, 1983, with four species, is traditonally

included in Panirociornis but was recently given generic rank (see Stockwell, 1992).

The general acceptance of this arrangement is pending.

8. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly

asked:

( 1

)

to use its plenary powers to suppress the name Hoffmanniellius Mello-Leitao,

1934 for the purposes of the Principle of Priority but not for those of the

Principle of Homonymy;
(2) to place on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology the name

Paruroctonus Werner, 1934 (gender: masculine), type species by monotypy

of the replaced nominal genus Uroctonoides Hoffmann, 1931, Uroctonoides

gracilior Hoffmann, 1931;

(3) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name gracilior

Hoffmann, 1931, as published in the binomen Uroctonoides gracilior and as

defined by the lectotype designated by Gertsch & Soleglad (1966);
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(4) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Generic Names in

Zoology the name Hujj'manniellius Mello-Leitao, 1 934, as suppressed in ( 1

)

above.
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